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Figurehead of DUNSYRE 
Courtesy—Captain T. W. Peters 
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FIGUREHE ADS 


BY WILLIS L. NYE 


You who follow the era of sail and love the old sailing ships have 
always been beguiled by the ship figurehead. Ornamentation of 
the ship's prow dates back to ancient times and many legends and 
superstitions are woven around the figureheads. They were regard- 
ed with awe by the sailors who felt that a ship was not complete 
without the figure on the bow. I have always been interested in the 
artistry and romance of the figureheads and in a recent visit to the 
Hayward Public Library, the librarian, Mr. Harry Bradford, showed me some of the prints of the 
figureheads which comprise those displayed in this issue of the Journal. It was through the courtesy 
of Mr. Bradford that I met Mr. Albert Gilberg who generously permitted the reproduction of his 
collection of figureheads for the Nautical Research Journal. The illustrations are numbered to 


(47) LORD CAIRNS 


correspond to the thumbnail history of each ship. 


We feel that a ‘‘find’’ like this should be published in only one issue of the Journal. To do this the 
prints had to be reduced in size by photostat process. In reducing these prints by this process, it 
is hoped that the members will appreciate the difficulties of not only the reduction but also the re- 
production. The originals were taken on the San Francisco waterfront over fifty years ago. It is 
suggested that for further study on figureheads, that you consult the book, AMERICAN FIGURE- 


HEADS AND THEIR CARVERS by Pauline A. Pinckney. 
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SOME HISTORICAL NOTES 
of the 
SHIPS WHICH CARRIED THESE FIGUREHESDS 
Willis L. Nye 
(1) COUNTY OF INVERNESS 4 mast ship, 1716 tons, built by Barclay, Curle & Co., Glasgoe. 
1877. In 1911 she was converted to a coal barge and in 1916 was re-rigged for the 
war trade. In 1924 she was converted to diesel, named CARMEN, of Havre, France. 
She was originally one of the Craig's County Line. 
: (2) GLORY OF THE SEAS. Ship, 2103 tons. She made the fast run New York-San Francisco 
96 days in 1874, and the run from San Francisco to Sydney in 35 days. She was 
burned for her copper May 13, 1923, at Puget Sound. Her figurehead is on display | 
. India House, New Yorke 
(3) GODIVA ship 2054 tons, built by T. Royden & Sons, Liverpool, 1882. She was built 
for Sandbach, Tinne & Co., and used in the coolie trade between the far east and 
the West Indies. 1901 sold to Thomas Shute; Dec. 1904, abandoned at sea. 
(4) CANTOCK ROCK ship, 1611 tons, built by A. McMillan & Son, Dumbarton as the MACLEOD 
in 1879,was owned by her builders. She was later owned by James Cornfoot's Rock 
line and still later registered in Norway. She was broken up in the 1920's. 
(5) GALENA 4 mast bark, 2294 tons, built by A. Stephen, Dundee, 1890. She was torpedoed 
by a German submarine in June 1917. ; 
(6) AGENOR ship, 1488 tons, built East Boston by Curtis Smith & Co., 1870. Her sailing 
record included a 30 day passage Callao to San Francisco, Guyaquil to San Francisco 
> 43 days, and Kobe to San Francisco in 29 days. Wrecked 1906. 
| (7) FALKIRK bark, 1986 tons, built by W. Hamilton & Co., Pt. Glasgow, 189%. Jan. 12, 1924 | 
dismasted in Bay of Biscay, towed to Falmouth and broken up. The figurehead is now 
in the garden of a British peer. 
(8) CALIFORNIA X WALTER H. WILSON 4 mast bark, 2518 tons, built by Harland & Wolff, 
Belfast, 1882. There was a larger 4 master of the name built by the same firm in 
1890. The latter vessel was sold to the Germans in 1897, renamed ALSTER and wrecked 
on Old Providence Island, April 15, 1927. Ome account shows that a ship of this 
name was wrecked on Staten Island, off Cape Horn. 
(9) COPERNICUS ship, 1215 tons, built by Reihersteig H/W, Hamburg, 1878 for R. M. Sloman 
& Co., Hamburg. 
(10) IVANHOE ship, 1402 tons, built by J. Reid & Co., Pt. Glasgow, 1868. In the late 70's 
she went ashore on the coast of Tasmania, but was salvaged and re=-rigged as a bark. 
* For many years she was owned in Melbourne and was a favorite passenger ship on the 
) run between Britain and Australia. She was later under the Chilean flag. 
(11) BRITISH ISLES ship, 2461 tons, built by J. Reid & Cos, Pt. Glasgow, 1884. She was 
° . later under the argentine flag and the name TIGRE, and 1920's was a hulk at Buenos 
Aires, named OLIVOS. 
(12) STAR OF FRANCE ship, 1644 tons, built by Harland & Wolff, Belfast, 1877. She was . 
owned by the Corry interests. She was originally employed in the jute trade with 
Calcutta. Later she traded to Australia and then in the Atlantic-Pacific grain 
trade before she was sold to Alaska Packers. Lubbock lists 18 of her passages as 
the best. 
(13) LOCH GARVE X ELMHURST ship, 1784 tons, built by R. Duncan & Co., Pt. Glasgow, 1883. 
Recently sunk as fishing barge off San Pedro, Californie. é 
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(14) 


(15) 


(16) 


(17) 


(25) 


(26) 


(27) 


DRUMMUIR 4 mast bark, 1844 tons, built by W. H. Potter & Son, Liverpool, 1882. Ori- 
ginally owned by Gillison & Chadwick, later by James Rolph, but was never under the 


U. S. flag, being registered in Victoria, B. C. Sunk by the Germn raider LEIPZIG 
in 1914, 


SUZANNE. There was a vessel of this name, formerly BELLIS, but she was built as 
ROTHENBECK, a bark of 931 tons by Whitehaven Shipbuilding Co., at Whitehaven in 1875. 
There was also a 2796 ton bark named SUZANNE built at Rouen in 1901. This SUZANNE 
is most likely the former as she was afloat until quite recently. 


HADDON HALL ship, 1451 tons, built by T. Royden & Sons, Liverpool in 1868. Later 
cut down to a bark. In 1908 she was in collision off Cape Horn with the German 4 
master aLSTERD/MM and returned to Montevideo for repairs. Proceeding on her way, 
she was six weeks rounding the Horn, and finally arrived at Victoria 243 days out 
from Liverpool. Captain R. L. Lobez of the Guild was 2nd mate,mate,and captain of 
H4DDON HALL and has “often guilded this figurehead". 


JAMES KERR 4 mast bark, 2420 tons, built by T. Royden & Sons, Liverpool in 1892. In 
1.910 she was sold to the Germans and named ISEREK. During the war she was interned 
at Valparaiso, later sailing as the Chilean MARIA until her loss in January 1926 off 
the coast of Chile. 


WILLIaM TILLE ship, 1880 tons, built by C. J. Bigger, Londonderry, Ireland in 1892. 


DRUMCRAIG 4 mast bark, 1979 tons. Built by the Barrow Shipbuilding Co., in 1885. 
Like the DRUMMUIR, she was later American owned but registered in Victoria, B.C. 
She was lost at sea in 190 on a voyage starting at Astoria, Oregon. 


BRITISH GENERAL ship, 1754 tons, built by T. Royden & Sons, Liverpool in 1874. 
She was dismasted in a storm and converted to a hulk in 1908. 


INVERGARRY bark, 1414 tons, built by &. McMillan & Son, Dumbarton in 1891. During 
the war, she was sold to Sir William Carthwaite, and in 1920 was renamed GaRTHGARRY. 
In 1924 she was dismasted near the equator in the Atlantic. She arrived at Barrow 
under jury rig, but was so badly damaged she was soon afterwards broken up. 


RAJORE ship, 2102 tons, built by Oswald, Mordaunt & Co., Southampton in 1882. Broken 
up in Germany in 1923. 


INDORE ship, 2145 tons, built by Richardson, Duck & Co., Stockton in 1885. 


MOUNT STEW.RT ship, 1903 tons, built by Barclay, Curie & Co., Glasgow in 1891. She 
was one of the best known later day limejuicers. She and her sister ship CROMDALE, 
were the last vessels built for the Australian wool trade. She was under the British 
flag for her entire life of over thirty years. She was broken up in 1925. 


STaR OF ENGLAND bark, 1943 tons, built by A. McMillan & Son, Dumbarton in 18%. 

She was launched as BLAIRMORE, renamed aBBY PALMER. When anchored in San Francisco 
Bay, without ballast, she capsized in rough water. Several crew members were 
drowned. In 1935 she was converted to a barge and renamed ISLAND STAR. She was a 
member of the Alaska Fackers Fleet for several years. 


CLAVERDON ship, 2521 tons, built by Oswald, Mordaunt & Co., Southampton in 188. 


She was sold to Italian interests and renamed ALBERT STELLA. Originally named 
ALEXANDRIA. 


AMERICA ship, 2054 tons, built by George Thomas, Quincy Point, Mass. in 1874. She 
was exceptionally fast. She sailed the Atlantic and then to the lacific to become 


a collier and ore carrier. Converted to a barge about 1907; wrecked on San Juan 
Island, Wash. August, 1914. 
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My experience with the ships figure heads 
have been of importance and decorative 
part of every ship model. Like all other 
small detail, when done correctly makes 
the difference between an amateur and 
provessional Jeb. 

shall exdeavor te guide others in 
my technique of approuch , tr theit future 
revlerence. Finding details of your particular 
tig. head, can be obtained by researching 
other Hig. heads of that” period. Ln my case 
building the HM.S. Bourly, knew that 
was,'2 wonan riding habit-” 

The drawing which appears above 
the tinal results atter extensive re- 
search and I am sure of its authen- 
ticity. 

Athter a diagram drawing ot the 
subject is made , block Aa pretile and 
cut straight through the wood, and the 
same tront view, carving te and 
details into the subyect last, 

I found Birch wood bes+ because 
ot 14s hard and clse grain. Tools needed 
are simple, a knife and ragor blade, 
aherwards lightly bubing 


The Ships Figurehead 


A SIMPLE GUIDE 7O CARV/NG 


Tf tt isto be painted use a very 
thin coat of tat white and plain 
water colors applied over this, whieh 
will give a glazed that Yigure 
heads usually had Regular pairt- is 
too thick and tills in all the small 
detail of he carving. 

Below is a drawing showis 
Simple approach Yor starting your 
Carving. 

Best of buck./ 


do not cut off 
stick until fig. 
head is tinished. 


starting to 
shape detai/ 
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WEATHERSFIELD ship, 1051 tons, built by R. Duncan & Co., Pt. Glasgow in 1865. Note 
the survival of gammoning in an iron ship. 


PROVINCE 4 mast bark, 1842 tons, built by W. Doxford & Sons, Sunderland in 1886. 


SIR ROBERT FERNIE 4 mast bark, 2528 tons, built by Russell & Co., Pt. Glasgow in 
1889. In 1907 she was renamed ELIZABETH. In 1909 she was dismasted and converted 
to a store ship. In 1917 she was under British registry in the war trade re-rigged 
as a bark. She was wrecked off Lobos Island, Perm in 1924, 


BELVEDERE (whaler). According to the record, there was another vessel by this name 

built 1876 by S. Dimock of Windsor, N.S., but her tonnage of 761 is high for a 

whaler, As late as 1903 she was still a cargo carrier and it is doubtful that she 

would have been made a whaler after that time as the whale fishery was on the way & 


out. There was a New Bedford whaler named BELVEDERE, a steam auxiliary. A vessel 
named BELVEDERE was wrecked near Cape Serge (Siberia) in 1917 and the crew escaped 
to Nome in small boats and over the ice. 


BLACKBRAES ship, 2207 tons, built by W. Hamilton & Co., Pt. Glasgow in ]682. Later 
named LUNA, KaSSAI, and MONTE BLANCO. Destroyed by fire at sea June 1921. 


SULPHIDE ship, 2069 tons, built by Palmers Co., Newcastle in 1885. Originally 
named DOVENY HALL. She was at one time commanded by the notorious Capt. Bailey, 
who was murdered by his colored steward. 


(34) U.S.C.G BEAR. This famous ship was launched at Greenoch, Scotland, 1874. She was 
purchased by the Coast Guard in 1883 and served in Arctic and Antarctic rescue oper- 
ations. She served as an auxiliary warship in three wars. The last voyage to the 
Arctic was in 1927. She was with Admiral Byrd's two voyages to the Antarctic. She 
was converted to diesel for arctic service in World War II. 


GLENLUI ship, 1894 tons, built by T. Royden & Sons, Liverpool in 1884. 


SONOMA ship, 1063 tons, built by Pierce & McMichael, Chelsea, Mass. in 1868. Her 
original home port was Boston; after 1888, San Francisco. Lost in 19ll. 


PERICLES ship, 1671 tons, built by Walter Hood & Co., Aberdeen, in 1877. She was 

in the emigrant trade to Sydney. A very consistant sailer, she averaged 64 days 

on 10 outward voyages. In later years, she was employed in the grain trade Califor- 
nia to England. In 1904 sold to Norwegian registry and was converted to a bark. 


CHRISTIANA (or CHRISTINE). The CHRISTIANA was, according to one account, launched 
at Geestemunde, Germany, 1871. The record also shows a CHRISTINE, a 4 mast bark, 
1987 tons, built by J. C. Tecklenborg at Geestemunde in 1891. 


DEsNMONT ship, 1935 tons, built by R. Williamson & Son, Workington, England in 1888. 
Originally named SILVERCRAG. 


LOCH FINLAS ship, 2170 tons, built by Oswald, Mordaunt & Co., Southampton, 188. 
Originally named BACTRIA and owned by T. & J. Brocklebank, Later sold to Jams 
Sproat and renamed. Wrecked near Foster's Island, Tasmania. 


OLIVEBANK 4 mast bark, 2795 tons, built by Mackie & Thompson, Glasgow in 1869, for 
Andrew Weir & Co., England. Sold to Norwegian registry in 1913 and name changed 
to Calendonia. In 1924 she was bought by Captain Gustaf Erickson of Marieham, 
Aland, Finland for the grain trade and renamed OLIVEBANK. It is reported during 
the war in 1939, she hit a floating mine and sank. 


DALGONAR ship, 2665 tons. Built by Southampton Naval Works, Southampton in 1892. 
In 1891, she was nearly destroyed by fire at see but was salvaged. In 1913, sail- 
ing from Callao, Peru, the cargo shifted and the ship capsized. She was abandoned 


(29) 
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and some of her crew were lost. The derelict drifted 5,000 miles and stranded on 


Jan Island in the Society Group. The derelict was boarded by Capt. Rasmussen of 
the 5 mast schooner INCA. 


GEORGE SHOLFIED ship, 1314 tons, built by Skolfield Brothers, Brunswick, Maine, 1870. 
She was one of the pioneer ships of the Alaska Packers Fleet being purchased by them 
in 1893. Later when carrying contraband to the Russians at Port Arthur, she was 

stranded in Japan. She was refloated and became a barge in Nagasaki harbor. 


THEOBOLD ship, 981 tons, built Richmond, Maine 1861. Home port Bath, Maine. In 
1887, home port San Francisco, C. S. Holmes, managing owner. 


ANNIE M. RIED 4 mast bark, 2165 tons, built by R. Duncan & Co., Pt. Glasgow in 
1892. This ship began life as the bluenose HOWARD D. TROOP. The figurehead is a 
good likeness of that gentleman. Her initial passage across the atlantic to New 
York was 13 days. She also mede the run from Chefoo to Sydney in 49 days, thence 
62 days to Falmouth. She ran Montevideo to adelaide in 37 days. In 1912 she was 
given the name ANNIE M. RIED who was the wife of James Rolph, Mayor of San Franciso= 
CO, who was at the time the owner of the vessel. 


STAR OF ALASKA ship, 1862 tons, built by Charles Connell & Co., Glasgow, in 1886. 
Built as the BALCLUTHA for B. McMillan & Co., 1924, bought by the Alaska Packers 
and renamed STAR OF ALASK4. 1928 she was laid uj, at Alameda, Calif. Her name was 
changed to PACIFIC QUEEN when she was soli for the purpose of making a round the 
world cruise, which fell through. 1934 she was laid up at San Diego, Calif. 1935 
she was in moving pictures; 1936 on a cruise with the Sea Scouts. 1953 she is 
spending her last days in idleness at Sausalito, Calif. 


(47) LORD CAIRNS ship, 1373 tons, built by Harland & Wolff, Pelfast, in 1877. 


(Note from Mr. Nye: "I am grateful to Guild members, Winston Langdon, Frank W. Thober, 
Karl Kortum and John Lyman for help on these historical notes.") 


THE DUNSYRE 


From Captain T. W. Peters 


You, no doubt, have the history of the DUNSYRE in sufficient detail for your purpose, 
but the following nighlights of her life might be of some interest. Built in Glasgow 
1891, cperated under British registry until acquired by Eachen and Minor of San Francis- 
co, then transferred to Canadian registry until transfer to American flag in 1906. Sold 
by Eachen & Minor to James Rolph of Sam Francisco in 1916, who did not operate her, but 
sold her to Standard Oil Company of California, who took the vessel over in Philadelphia 
in December 1916, at which time I was Chief Mate. Standard operated her in the case oil 
trade to Australia and New Zealand until about 1919 then sold her to the Dollar interests, 
who operated her until ebout 1921 when she was laid up in San Francisco. 


She was eventually sold to the Island Tug and Barge Company of Victoria, B.C., who 
used her as a Sawdust (hog fuel) barge until she ended her useful life by breaking away 
from a tug in bad weather off the west coast of Vancouver Island and went ashore never 


to get off again. I was Master of this fine ship for a little over two years during her 
ownership of both Stardard and Dollar. 
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ADHESIVES FOR SHIP MODELERS 
by J. W. Harbin, Jr. 


Most shipmodelers use a wide variety of materials for their various undertakings and 
only time and experience can teach which adhesive is proper for each material used. In 
general, most craftsmen keep an eye cocked for any new and promising adhesive placed on the 


market, but up to the present moment there is no single item available that will serve 
every purpose around the model shop. 


The following table - with comments ~ represents personal experiences with various 
"stickums" when used on the selected waterials indicated. The brief statements as pre- 
sented reflect only that the adhesive used was either satisfactory or not so good at the 

time of use and said remarks should not be interpreted as a testing laboratory report. e 


MATERIAL 


ADHESIVE COMMENT 


Paper (untreated Mucilage 
and paper to 


paper Paste, Library Ditto and more ditto 


Messy = you can have it - I don't want it. 


Paste (tube) American Make Ready Paste Co. - excellent 


results with small quantities - used in printing 
establishments. 


Rubber cement Staffords - good. Best test - fair. 


Most rubber cements turn dark with age and dis- 


color paper. Quick and easy to apply, surplus 
can be rubbed off with finger or cloth. 


Household cement 


DuPont, Ambroid, Testors, etc. Fair results 
obtainable if applied to both papers at joint - 
but may separate and discolor with age. 


Treated 
Paper - Balsa Dope and household Testors or similar dope — used to cover both 
(a) paper to cement sides of paper and one or both sides of wood prior 
paper to joining. One or more coats of dope necessary 
(b) paper to balsa with light sanding between coats. Sanding 
or light Sealer may also be used in lieu of dope but joint 
wood may not be as strong. 


DuPont - Ambroid or similar cement used to com 
plete bond. Light clamping or none as required. 


Plastics Cement DuPont or similar - fair to good results - 
depending on type of plastic 
Chloroform Reported as good (fresh stock) on some clear 
plastics. * 
Olin Good on some types of plastic 
Acetone Fair to middlin' 
Ether Fair to very good 


Glass to glass Showcase Diamond brand used by most showcase fabricators 


cement Thick, silvery gray heavy paste that dries 
Slowly. Benzine used as a solvent. 


Wood to wood 


Glue - fish 
(liquid) Won't have the stuff in my shop 


Wood to wood Glue = hide Franklin Iron Glue = recommended highly by some 
(liquid) shipmodelers. Small amount of blacking may be 


added to planking seam effect without too much 
loss of adhesion. 
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MATERIAL 


ADHESIVE 


COMMENT 


Glue - flake 


Old standby of woodworkers but messy. 
(hot) 


Casco (powdered 4 reliable product - if fresh stock = but 
casein deteriorates on the shelf. Excess should be 

wiped down to avoid dulling cutting tools. 

Requires clamps. Almost waterproof. 


Weldwood or Very good if fresh stock. Quantities should be 
Cascamite carefully measured and clamps used. Reported 

& Plastic resin) as waterproof and corisidered a little better 

than Casco. 


Cascorez or Ready mixed adhesive that dries reasonably fast 
Sears Dunlop and colorless. Excellent for light work that 
need not be clamped. A good step beyond limi- 
tations of household type of cement. Lew re- 
Sistance to water or stress. Will hold under 
moderate stress if clamped. Very useful but 
sometimes hard to obtain. The Sears product 
offers more for the money in quantity, quality 
about the same as others mentioned. 


Cascophen Strongest adhesive used to date. Consists of 
resorcinal ) powder and dark liquid in separate containers. 
Mixture must be exact and in temperatures not 
& less than 70 degrees F, It is waterproof, 
strong and good for use witn poor joints. Will 
stain some woods. Considered too expensive for 
normal requirements. 


Concrete and 
wood 


Miracle Dark tarry looking adhesive available in tubes. 
Does not hold too well on painted surfaces. 
Fair to very good results obtainable depending 


on pressure conditions and materials used. 


In the event that it is desirable to obtain further and more detailed data on modern 
adhesives = plus other valuable data on clamps and uses thereof, it is strongly suggested 
that immediate steps be taken to beg, borrow or otherwise legally acquire the January 1953 
issue of Popular Science Monthly magazine. The article therein on the subjects mentioned 
deserves to be included in every modelmakers collection of shopnotes. 


From this article you might have come to the conclusion that I favor household cement, 

& dope and white polyvinyl glue for small operations. I like the cement-dope approach for 
fast operations and the polyvinyl "goo" for convenience and better adhesion. None of 
these are suitable for gluing up hulls, but for deck structures and jobs not involving 

‘ stress, I like the Polyvinyl. Cleaning off excess glue and such removal should be prompt 
to say the least -- while the glue is soft = otherwise - trouble. I heve found that 

Floquill or Floplaque paints give good, flat coverage over glued surfaces. 


From the Minutes of the Washington (D.C.) Ship Model Society - James W. Harbin, Sec. 


From Wm. Ee Lee, NeReGe, who is a member of this Society - "Drawings of hull and body 
plan of the C.S.A. ALABAMA acquired after 14 years effort. Lines taken from the builders 
model and donated to the Library of the Society - Scale of plans 1/8" equals 1', Will use 


contemporary photos and descriptions to complete the model. Search for this material 
started in Sept. 1938. 


79 


80. VOLUME V MAY 1953 NUMBER % 


QUERIES 


Query No. 134 - ELINOR - from Charles F. H. Menges, 2309 Lloyd Lane, Sacramento 21, Calif. 
Can a member with a good file of old British Lloyds find a British Merchant vessel ELINOR, 
of Liverpool, 658 tons, Official Noe 32290? She is so listed in the 1866 edition of 
Richardson's Marryat's Universal Code of Signals. I will appreciate any available infor- 
mation = viz date, and place of build, owners, masters, etc. 


Query No. 235 from Charles F. He Menges. A repeat query which has not been answered but 
Mr. Menges believes with our increase in membership the answer will now be forthcoming. 

1 - Bark DENCY , Official No. 6111, 242 tons o.m., 265 tons gross, built Stockton, Maine, 
1849, abandoned Feb. 20, 1869, Winterport, Maine to Cardenas, Cuba. 2. Bark CITY OF 
BANGOR, Official No. 125060, 690 tons gross, built Brewer, Maine, 1862. Sold Sweden 
Sept. 1874 to Benjamin Olsen, Gothenburg, renamed HINDOSTAN. Sold 1879 to E. Abrahamson, 
Gothenburg and eitker renamed or lost, as she does not appear under the name HINDOSTAN in 
the 1880 list of Swedish shipping. 3. Bark HOSEA RICH, Official No. 11055, 717 tons, 


‘built Brewer, Maine, 1866. Sold Italian 1883, renamed OTTILIA. Resold Italian 1891 or 


1892, renamed AFRICA. Sold France 1899, renamed CONCEICAO, posted "Condemned" by British 
Lloyds Sept. 1902. 


Query No. 136 ~- Whaler Plans - from Joseph F. Kostalik, 6126 Agra, Bell Gardens, Calif. 
Would like to model a whaler - but because models of the MORGAN and WANDERER are so numer= 
ous, I want to build something different.. Would like the LAGODA or NIGER - I understand 


from some that plans of LAGODA are not available. Suggestions welcomed and where can I 
buy plans of the NIGER? 


Query No. 137 — Alaska Packers Ships - by Victor Darnell, Moreland Hill Road, Kensington, 
Conn. I wish somebody would start in and give us a history of the fleet of the Alaska 


Packers = a few ships at a time. These ships are very interesting and perhaps one of our 
west coast members has all the facts. 


Query No. 138 -=- the "Blue Peter" from George S. Gresham, 4517 E. Carson St., Long Beach, 
Calif. Wanted = the address of the "Blue Peter" magazine. Where can I place subscriptions 


for English publications on ship modeling and also where can I buy reproductions of the 
paintings of Jack Spurling? 


Query No. 139 - The FAIR AMERICAN ~ from Albert C. Wagner, N.R.G., taken from the minutes 
of the Washington (D.C.) Ship Model Society, inquired about the cdeadlights in a quarterdeck 
of FAIR AMERICAN = which are shown in photos of model but net on plans "also method of 


mounting after guns debatable - appears plans may be in error by not showing recess under 
deck. 


Query No. 140 - from Victor C. West, 1166 Winsor, North Bend, Oregon - I have been pressed 
pretty hard for a good picture of the bkn. NORTH BEND. I would also like a picture of 

the NORTH BEND after she had been converted to a three mast schooner. Please can any mem= 
ber tell me where I can get them. 


Answer to Query No. 127 of Wm. J. Strong, by Victor Darngll - The First Submarine. The 
first American submarine is variously referred to as the TURTLE or the AMERICAN TURTLE. 
Probably the best description, with drawings is in Lt. F. M. Barber, USN, "Lecture on 
Submarine Boats", U. S. Torpedo Station, Newport, Re I., 1875. As it was financed by the 
State of Connecticut there are probably no contemporary plans available in Washington. In 
the "Story of the Submarine" by Farnham Bishop, New York, 1916, there is a brief descrip- 


‘ tion with one of Barber's drawings. The New York Historical Society is a likely source of 


material on David Bushnell, the inventor. COMMENTS 


From Fred S, Rice. My query on GOLDEN HIND sure paid off. I got 5 replies which were 
& great help. I am grateful to Jay Williams, Dempsey Forsythe, Dr. Bernard Berenson, 


W. P. Dillingham, and Dr. Douglas H. Robinson. I have the hull all done and painted. She 
looks fine. 
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"THE BILL ADAMS MEMORIAL AWARD" 


The chairmanship cf the "Bill Adams Memorial Award Committee" has teen accepted by 

Daniel M. Henderson, author of "Yankee Ships in China Seas", He suggests that the contest 
be open only to the amateur contritutors of the Guile and that the judges te selected from 
the many authors of the Guili. This is eminently proper, hecause of the fact that the 
Nautical Research Journal is an amateur publication. Mr. Henderson has also suggested 
that the award should be based on the best article of nautical research published in the 

: 1953 issues for the twelve months. Thre award itself is yet to be determined and this is 
open to discussion by the members to determine an award which must be in keeping with the 
amateur standing of the Journal. Although Bill Adams was a writer of the sea, we have not 


e overlooked the fact that articles and drawings on ship modeling are essentially part of 
nautical research. 


Because of present commitments, Mr. Henderson has asked that letters and suggestions 
be sent to the Guild secretary. 


WOOD FOR SHIP MODELS 
Sources and Information 
Kenneth C, Smalley - heme address = 80 So. Giles St., Bridgetown, N, J. 


We regret that George B. Cadwell, Jr,, because of his many commitments as instructor 
has found it necessary to give up the project of "Sources for Wood". We are pleased to 
announce that Kenneth C. Smalley will take over this very important division of the work 


of the Guild, with Mr. Cadwell standing bys We give you here excerpts from a recent 
letter from Kenneth C. Smalley. 


"Tn start things off, I guess the best thing is t> announce te the members that I 
Eg have taken over, and also state that any information the members wish to volunteer sheuld 
be mailed to me. You mist mention, I suprosc, that I am a graduate student at Michigan 
State University and am majoring in Wood Utilization and also mention th-t I am a model 
maker. As soon as I can work it up, I am going to send the Jourual an article *n the 
general structure of wond, and neint out the features that make some weocs usabdle for 
models, and others not so usable. There are a lot of things that the naked eye doesn't see 
in a piece of wond that determine how well it can be worked and take finishes, and glue. 
I can give the toys some stuff on percentage shri-kaze becavse of changes in moisture con- 
tent and still not make it too technical that the atientive Guild moc+lers “ill not derive 
some good from such factse The effort will also inc’ude sources for wood in different 
parts of the country and later we will discurs the features of the di*forent woods which 


were usei in the building of the eld sail ships. Turing she schoo. year my address will 
be 727 Linden, East, Lansing, Michigan." 


GUILD SLOP CHiST 


& Wanted to buy = any good models of sailing ships. Especially interested in small 
bone models. Will buy in any condition. Send phots if possible, and price. 
Wanted = back copies ef "Model Ships" and "Shipmodeler" magazines. Also catalngs, 
. foreign model supplies. Both above ads from S. A. Ci»ler, Station KEAR, San Mateo, Calif. 


OLD COrUMBIA 


Our Government has issued some beautiful Commemnosative Stamps. However, nothing re=- 
latei to the fishing industry has been issued. Nova Scotia was a beautiful series to 
commemorate this important industry. Indeed stamp collectors are agreed that the stamp 
of their FLUENOSE under sail, is beautiful and very valuable. Why not make this a Guild 
Project? Lets us vote for COLUMBIA by writing to - 

Miss Ruth Carter, Secretary 
Boston Philatelic Society 

100 Milk Street, Room 1330 
Boston 9, Massachuseets. 


John M. Minuse 


= 


The Nautical Research Journal is published by 
the members of the Nautical Research Guild, a 
non-profit organization. 


The articles, drawings and sketches are con- 
tributed by Guild members and the only revenue is 
from the annual dues. 


(All Rights Reserved) 
LETTER ANNUAL DUES — $5.00 


MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN WILLIS L. NYE . 
THE GECRETARY'S UONTHLY LETTER 3038 Bridge Street Hayward, California 
WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1948 


HARRY D. HAMILTON, SECRETARY-TREASURER 15004 EAST GRANADA AVE. WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A. EI 


Letter to the Secretary 


From Francis E. Bowker = "The article on THOMAS W. LAWSON is right up my channel. The 
large fore-and-after is my love as it is the vessel I know from experience. I am glad to 


find a vessel of that type in the Journal even though the LAWSON is not representative of 
the class, 


One thing I can't seem to resist is the opportunity to question terminology in re- 
gards to sailing vessels when that terminology varies from that which I knew. My time in 
the large schooners began in 1934 and er.ded in 1342. The vessels in which I served were 
from three to five masters. I realize that during tne years in which large schooners 
were active there may have been changes in terminology. There may also be variations ace 
cording to locality. There are, however, several things I would like to bring up. 


1. Hornsby calls the seven lower sails "spencers". I have never heard the word used # 
in this regard. We either called these by their individual names, or collectively as 
"lowers". The only sail that I remember hearing called a spencer is that loose-footed, 
gaff headed, sail used on square-riggers. 


2. Knightheadstays" is also a term I don't remember having heard, though I can 
believe that this may once have been fairly common. These stays were either called 
"jumper" or preventer stays in my experience. 


3. In naming the headsails of the LAWSON Hornsby has them "fore staysail", main jib, 
flying jib, jib topsail, and what might oe called a jib-o-ijib". The headsail naming to 
which I was accustoned was: "fore staysail, jib (cap jib, standing jib, or mainjib) 
flying jib, outer jib, and jib topsail". 


4. On the rigging plans I note that the outer jib stay is called "jib topsail stay". 
The jib topsail stay is called "fore topg'int stay" and the outer stay is called "fore 
royal stay. This last one I don't ever recall having heard referred to by name, but & 
"Standard Seamanship for the Merchant Service" by Felix Riesenberg, calls this the fore 


topsail staysail stay as these schooners carried no square sail, I should say that this 
is the proper meaning. 


In naming the headsails on schooners I have often noticed that while the square- 
rigger generally had them aamed "staysail, inner jib, outer jib, flying jib, the schooner 
carrying four headsails usually lias them called "staysail, jib (or one of the variations), 
flying jib, and outer jib", thus reversing the order of the two outer headsails. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS. 
From Charles F, H. Menges. My brother and daughter flew out from Nantucket; they 
hed two beautiful sperm whale brooches made by Guild member Charley Sayle - one of ivory 


and one of ebony. They are aboue one and a half inches overall and are complete in 
every detail down to the teeth in the lower jaw. 
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SOME VESSELS BUILT AT BATH, ME. 
Which can be called FIRSTS as well as out of the Ordinary 
From Robert B. Applebee 


BERLIN, first double top-gallant ship in the world (1892). 
DIRIGO, first four-masted ship built in this country (1894). 
ROANOKE, largest four-masted wooden ship in the world et 
RAPPAHANNOCK, first wooden ship with a steel bowsprit (1889). 
ARTHUR SEWALL, first ship built with standing upper topsail yards (1899). 
ELIZABERT PALMER, largest five-masted schooner in the world (1903). 
KINEO, first steel schooner built in America (1903), 

ELEANOR Ae FERCY, largest fore and aft schooner afloat (1900). 
ADDIE M. LAWRENCE, fastest six-master in the world (1902). 

WILLIFRED, first tramp steamer built in America (1898). 

NAVARRAH; first steam whaler built in America. 

KNICKERBOCKER, first coal barge ever built (1893). 

WESTERN BELLE, first bark with sky-sail yards (1876). 
PACTOLUS, last wooden bark built in America (1891). 


Meeting of the San Francisco Chapter of the Nautical Research Guild 


Commander James H, Willey - Yeoman 


Those present were: 


Captain Leighton Robinson, president Daniel F. MacNeil 
Captain C. T. Surridge, Vice President Commodore C. A. Smith 
Captain A. T. Hunter Dr. P. Re Danford 
Captain S. J. Harris Karl Kortum, Past President 
) Captain K. A. Persen G. C, Berger 
Captain T. H. Dobson L. C. Hesford 
Captain E, R. Johanson Max Lembke 
S, Ae Cisler Captain S. C. Sullivan 
Kenneth Clyde Jenkins Commander James H. Willey, Yeoman 


Captain Leighton Robinson, in the Chair. 
A condensed report -- "We welcome the many new members in the area. They are all 
cordially invited to attend our meetings and due notice will be mailed each in the future, 
In what might be called the District of Northern California, we now number around 55. 
We realize some of the distances are great but hope all Guild members will attend. There 
are about 40 members in the Bay area alone and we should have a larger attendance", 
"It was voted to assess each member $1.00 per year for mailing costs and the necessary 
small expenses as necessary. The queries in the latest Journal were discussed. 
THE NEXT QUARTERLY MEETING AT THE SAN FRANCISCO MARITIME MUSEUM, JUNE 26th, 1953. 


NOTES & COMMENTS 
From James W. Harbin, 4110 Beale St., Landover Hills, Maryland. About books - "Hise 
‘ toric Models of Early America" by C. J. Maginley, published Harcourt Brace & Coe, New 


York. Contains simple plans for Viking Ship, Pirogue, River Flatboat, Clermont and Canal 
Packet. I would rate this as suiteble for teginners. "Business Week Magazine" of 
February 14, 1953,MeGreweHill Publishers. Article cn Boston Fish Pier, Dock, Market and 
Storehouse, Very interesting on New England fishing industry as of today. 


From Mehrel Shank. I have been reading a short account of the French viewpoint of the 
purpose and the construction of frigates, some of it very interesting. For instance they 


make the statement that Royals are so called because they first appeared on the ROYAL 
SOVEREIGN, the English Warship, 1637. 


‘ 
— 


VOLUME V MAY 1953 NUMBER 5 84 


Introducing New Members. 


Edward F. Schortman, 270 Bronxville Rd., Bronxville, N. Y. I am interested in ships 

of the period 1650-1750, especially ribbed and planked-up models, a la Davis's book. 

Have been scaling up a set of drawings to 1"* 1' for the past three months. Maybe one of 

the members can put me in touch with a decent set of plans, showing stations of frames, 

top timbers, etc. 

Max L. O'Starr, 5662 Sueirro St., Hayward, California. I am an ex-cook and baker in 

the American Merchant Marine. First shipped out in the Norwegian M.V. Torrens, June 

1943. Attended U. S. Maritime Up-grade School in New Orleans. Sailed in the following 
vessels: (1) M.V.TORRENS, (Norw.) June '43-Sept. '44. (2) Telfair Stockton 
Dec. '44-Mar. '45. (3) TORRENS (Norw.e) July '45. (4) Felix Reisenberg (U.S.Liberty 

Auge '45-June '46. (5) S.S.Lutz (Norw.) 1946, (6) S.S.Bluefield Victory (U.S. Victory) 
winter of '46. I build models of 16th and 17th century sailing ships. 

Don W, Ripley, Edgecliff San., Spokane, Washington. My nautical interests are mostly 
in authentic reproduction of scale model ships as & source of pleasure and vocational 
pastime at the present. Although I em at present 28 years old, I have modeled ships for 
21 years. (Note = Mr. Ripley has sent a photo of his model of the BOUNTY - it is a 
clean anc perfect model with all sails set. We will hear more from Mr. Ripley who has 
many interesting things tv tell use) 


Gilman G, Jackson, Jr., 17 Linden Road, Melrose, Massachusetts. My interests lie in 3 
Early English Warshi-s, period 1300 = 1600 and early Spanish Warships of the same periode 
Herbert Eloesser, 2121 uyon St., San Francisco 15, California. Mr. Eloesser's applica- 


tion carried his address only but because he was presented to the Guild by our Captain 
Leighton Robinson, we have gleaned a bit about him for the purpose of introducing him to 
the other members. One thing from what the Captain says we can rest assured that Mr. 
Eloesseris an ardent yachtsman taking his family and sails every week end in his yacht 
EMMA and is a member of the San Francisco Yacht Club. 

William Robert Abel, 354 East Moshclu Parkway, New York 58, N.Y. "My interests lie in 
sailing ships of the 16th, 17th, 18t!. and early 19th centuries, also certa'n harbor 

craft and Hudson River Sloops,. 

Robert E, Tan, 7808-3/4 South Figueroa, Los Angeles 3, California. Marine book col- 
lecting; technical analysis of sailing ships ana in the future, ship modeling. This would 
be in the later day wind ship cra. 

Henry Bernahl, 16506 South Vermont Ave., Gardena, Cal.ifcrnia. Marine artist by pro= 
fession. Interested in anything pertaining to the era of sail. Was A.B. in the American 
ship CHILLICOTHE Ex GAMECCCK, sailed on many ketches and schooners on *he Australian 
coast. Some of the ketches were LAISY KNIGHTS, LIALEETA, ALICE, ELIZA DAVIES, S.M.H.T., 
and the briganteen DART. Lived aboard the full rigged ship PACIrIC QUEEN EX STAR OF 
ALASKA EX BALCLUTHA. (Tasmanian members please take lin 

Change in Roster - change address of Joseph F. Kostalik from 2126 Agra to 6126. 


AHOY ME LaDS ** ADVANCE NOTICE = The annual Maine Nautical 
Research Guild Picnic will be held on July 
ll, 1953, at 12:30 P.M. at Community House, & 
Sorrento, Maine. Take Route 1 from Ellsworth 
to Sorrento sign about 12 miles mst of Ellis- 
worth, turn right, follow Route 185 to e 
Community House, on the right. 
Pring lunch COMPLETE 
Notify - Mrs. Margaret N. Caldwell, E. Sullivan, Maine. 
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